Glossary of Terms

	FAPE
	“Free Appropriate Public Education”  Each child is entitled to FAPE under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

	IEP
	Individualized Education Plan – must include measurable annual goals, including academic and functional goals.  It must address the child’s academic achievement and functional performance.  It must specifically identify all the child’s needs, how the school will meet these needs, and how the school will measure the child’s progress objectively.

	IFSP
	Individualized Family Services Plan – Plan created for the family of a child younger than 3 years old, then an IEP is created for the child.

	Section 504
	Civil Rights Law protecting persons with disabilities from discrimination and requiring that children with disabilities have equal access to education

	IDEA 2004
	“Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 2004”  Federal law - educating children with disabilities in a regular classroom so they can “meet developmental goals and, to the maximum extent possible, the challenging expectations that have been established for all children and be prepared to lead productive and independent adult lives, to the maximum extent possible.” Section 1400(c)(5)(A).

“The purposes of [IDEA 2004] are to ensure that all children with disabilities have available to them a free appropriate pubic education that emphasizes special education and related services designed to meet their unique needs and prepare them for further education, employment and independent living.”

	Research-based Practices
	IDEA 2004 requires that a child’s IEP include a “statement of special education, related services and supplementary aids and services, based on peer reviewed research…” Section 1414(d)(1)(A).  This means IEPs must include research-based methodologies.

	Maximum Extent Possible
	In IDEA 2004, the “maximum extent possible” describes the requirements to meet the developmental goals and challenging expectations established for nondisabled children, to prepare children with disabilities to lead independent and productive adult lives, and to improve their academic achievement and functional performance.  

	
	


